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Memorandum 

From Acting Director 
Office of Health Assessment 

Subject Great Lakes Carbon Corporation 
Niagara Palls, New York 

To Mr. William Nelson 
EPA Superfund Office, Room 402 Region II 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, New York 10007 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

fiSllmi?ary 8amplln9 data for surface waters 

fotSntia?8! an imminent health threat 

evaluated using tgfl̂ a"̂  ̂ n0t be 

BACKGROUND 
The Great Lakes Carbon cofDoratinn <> . manufacturing facilitv 7 36 acre graphite 
Tie facil i^9irJocatL ?S a M ohi ' He» *«*• 
commercial iectiwofHlagaJapIû  4nd 
residences within one-quarter nils nf̂ ehi ffe e n0 

cJanLef"' G,r*!t Lak88 Carbon dlsposed of earbon ™ "39 
en their'propertJ!t'sheai|2amin«S e aor? l«»Miil located 

compactedand £p£Sf Mtly 

88f""&k"&rt*r sf̂ les Bere Aaencv. iiArrinn *T * * feVironiD€ntal ProtGction 
tSces9»S BiseasetR̂ istrv9tn'le A?enoy for 
potential public health iSpliwtionl! th® data f°r 
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PRINCIPAL CONTAMINANTS 

sai»Ples' four soil 
included phenols (61 end l89ppbKa£LiS»e(lMStroM#nt8 
c h r o m i u m  ( 5 3  p p b ) .  a n d  m e r c u r v n  2  (  !  ?  P P ! '  

OONTA^6 hJfdro®arbons (PAH) were the predominant *** 

EXPOSURE PATHWAYS 

« 
abso^tion°w?SldSbeeof9oadUltS' ln9estlon denial 

using 

essŜ Fr"-a-« is extended. generated and the duration of exposure 

ENVIRONMENTAL PATHWAYS 

t l  m i g r a t ^ o f f - s i t e . e x i s t s , £ o '  c o n t a m i n a n t s  
evidence of contanination (we bSve'no#iSltS app?ar t0 *>>ow 
cShtratioSrete BOwe*£ thl'SÎ  IS" tQ 

the site than 
•igration fron sources other thSn r?.*? ? ..c®nt«J»inant 
information has been r*»reA?ff^ Great Lakes Carbon. No 
the site. Because only^relimin«?o°aild,'?»e* f0" 
data hate been received, we Ian eft sanpling ®nd background 
Potential envlronnlltll pathŜ s? C°"'rat further on 
DISCUSSION 
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t r"ar'" - »•" 
availahie on low level exposu^to0?^*1 Jnformation is 
fMKra aaafe "BWS. 
limited potential for eiposufe. hreat beo®»«e of the 

inforŜ  Sf?ĥ hre°U9h 

determine if such miaraM^ f ' lt ls difficult to 
wou?5d t0. down«tream surface watera.iSl9nlflcant health 
îpoeÛ ij ft Sê  ssr «»•-̂ 'ssrasr.s 
KSm" crMk'tK.f" lw° """=* vac«i 
WrSpê 1̂ ?"? *»* at levela°nuch l̂ er̂ n 
human health (ass^ino tr?^?? ?uallt* Criteria (awqc? ?or 
jercury wore defecU^at^oncSt.aJfr1"^' B«Kdf°r 
N̂IPdwpv0n?1 interim Primary ̂ n?J^nL?reatly deeding 

- ffi'JSS";, 
slssf3""?"1" sesstgAi? ~-sasar 

»̂tMi£a£a\"|"e MteE'JJ""̂ '™'1®"®-0 "hOUld 

rrS? K25'&&,KS b eoSld"f"̂ i°"m,lnate|i ileh?'"e9hbb° !"f?" »«ters or ®nable B8 to evaluats th« p"®nJ°4̂ fo™»tlon »hlch 
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f.fssTSB} *%° -
have rIcei^e^onc??me®ts reflect only the information we fVe<J,pn the four surface water samples, two 

CONCLUSIONS 

'• sssssrsftsrHra ». 
•SSfT*ff- * §Kte?tlal for cont«®i»ant »igration 

con8UBe"' 1 

MmUm̂ !"* ̂«o»Beto8SI Bite*,hMliSMiCt ae08as 

We hope this information is useful to you. 

Stephen Nargolis, Ph.D. 
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